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PARSIFAL.

S
WAGNER'S LATEST OPERA.
A SKETCH OF 711 WORK.

The poem of this, Richard Waener's lutest
wirk, bns Litely baen puliialid 0 Gerinany and Eng-
Tand, but lias uot yel heoome accessible Lo the A i
at the Geeman. 1 Is one
e fram © The King of the Nibel-
iemled for ar .
eutive days, but npou ene -\111\ ..; m.l\
-t of the play 18 the Hoy

publie i pny Mngieg
ithe

Tha snlth
the midveniiies  of  the Kulglits  wvowd d 1o lis
service; bt Wagner lits not tuken e ol
legend Just ms 18 stond, bt s nrgely modiflod i, Jos
o8 lodld with the eoil of (he Nibolunpeule -
talu charnctors are wholly nes, « aie ro rhul
that only in thewr numes and Ling evaenta o
thoir Uves are they recogmiznbie. 10 1s wish nll the
legenda of the Graill, the story of the po

parity ; and b 1% whelly free trom the it
adon aod nuooly love, which so warted the i
MWibelunge” [ts lesson, 8o far as it lus o loes
whiolly ennohling one, inouieaiing the dnf)
purily of Wie, and slowing the 705 arde wikleh
tempration  snoee s restede s and it s without
any of the di 6 of the enaimiity v i ek
wany of Wagner's works, Bume F Ly
Aramatic in the exireme, and  must
por  wonderful  oppurtaniths  not vy
composition  of hupressive  and
fousic, but ates for scotiie daplny of great beayy
pess and vanety. In ghort, I8 posscasos wll tue gualities
of u fest-oate Ubrotto, aml It w il De sirang i, with's
A toxk, Wagner does not give ns muei m ble nied Hews
ful unsie. PMerasa

f thet
score the more ansiously. Tt Tans throm

t only e ues awadt

b thie wh

r

fromn the must Sory Jove to the lof-

Eatut of the pazsho
tiest pitch of purest epivitunl exallaiton,
traets nre ug bold waldl str
sirung.

Thie dramint b prersonine consists of it s2x porsons, A
fortas, Kivg of Monsiviat ot guatdiun of the Gral:
Tl

(Percival, as Le s betior ko

of the o

Klingsor, sn enchanger, onee a K
Kunlry,
theio are K
boys, minl K
Tubid st Mo
of the G
later, 81 KLagsor's eu

of Lhe Gratt anud Sygnires, ©

U (TR

on tae soulbs

deelivity of the sawe mmintiin rn\: , towned Meori=h |
o costume of the Kuichts of the Greall and |

Bjrain, 1
Bopitires is singilar to that of the T mplare—w

and mantles s bt lpstend of tie red eross, a soating dove

S8 erubrondored on eloaks wnl nanties.
Al the opening of the fisst acl, the situntion 1a as fis

Jows: Atifortis, King of Monsaivat, nud goardian of the
fleprivea himof 1a”

Griall, has comimitted & #ln W
protec Kllngsor, n yéavs
e on Its braves

¢ Kulzht of the Griadl,

wrested from Lo the savred
was  wonided,  wod  owith Jt has made
Ma elde m wWo
from which bo suffers perpetusiiy acntest wgony, Kling-
sor, mesiowhile, keeps the speer 1o bis possession, aml
hia turned lis castie into an epchanied palice, full of

tmpure delights, with which  he lnres from theiy

duiy (he Kuights of the Geatl, wany of whoi Linve
fallen before the temprations there spread hetore them.
Amfortas’s wond way not be lealed withit the touch
of the sacred lanes, and  this ean only be won
back by oue pure enongh to withstand all the tempt-
ations that Kilngsor ean bring to bear aainst him, At
the openlog of the first net of the play (e stage shows
& forest, shadowy and solemn, but not gloomy, with
rocky soil. In the centre §s an open glade ; ut the lefi,
the patl nseends Lo tho castie of the Grabl.  Iu the cee
tnnfihr belground, the ground descends toa low-
lylug tos tla dagy-break—Gurneinans (s vigor-
ouE 0l tu; and two Squires (¢ of tendler vears) e asloep
undes & tree.  From the lelt alde, os if from e castle of
the Grall, resonnds the festal mornioge alaram of the
trumpets, Guenemnnz and the Squires awake.—Amlortis,
sufiering from the pain of Bsever-apen W ountd, s bronght
down to the smered Inke 1o take therein the bath
which alvne affords Him any rellel, Dot eme b congs,
Gurnemans deserios Kundry horry ingtowards him,  She
rushes, almost stazaels 1. she woare witd garmonts,
toeked up lugh; a girdie of suake-shins haneing down,
Black hair loating in loose tresses; deep, reddish-irown
eompiexion; pleting black eyes, somctimnes blazinge
wildly, often glazed and miotionless. 8he hastens to
Gurnemanz and presses upon bim o soall crystal vesael,
It holds o balsam, which alone ean hiing Amfortus help.
If this svails not, no 2 on carth can help hlw; ouly
the bealing touch of the saered lanes, Amlortas ia borne
in, aul Gurgemanz gives him th I AmTortus

takes tho vinl, and, golng to the bat 5 to tost
#ts virtucs. Who Kuudry §s, nud wileiio FHTLN T
ean teil, Only she lus bos been o fothful servant to
thie Goatl, tosling carly ol late b1 e sorvice ke oue
who las sowe mortid &n o do pen for. All that
ther kuow s that whesever shic te o 1 from Mounsg!-
wal sotne oV s sure to bappen o eotie Kudidni of the
Graid. Gormemanz hero s=ks ber who and what !lw I=y
bt sle refuscs to reply; oeud as be, goestione d
by ome of the Squires, goes on o io el e
story of the Holy Graill, and  the  bumeful
influrnce of Kimgeor's macio power, togeiher with tue
o=i of the guk-rﬂl lnner, eries of woe sre Beard from the
lake, A sacrid awan—all birds agd beasts ln Mogsolyt
are sicivil—tnlls wounded by some wanten shalt.  Fue
dyite oird s brovghbt in, amd wits It the affender, who
bus been  seiged red-banded.  Ttoas 1% wly who
buz wandeiwd Into s mnered preclacts of Mo
salvit, uud -wlma the Oviug swan, has thought-
lesaly smhot urnemang  upbridds him for
bus ruthless deed, and Parsital, saitten with horror at
wint be Lus done, breaks his bow und arrow< in pleoes,
Ay guestioned by Gurnemnnz as to who he 1, Pare
shisl uwns that he knows tothing of himnself sve that
hix wotber hroughit i up in n forest, far from all other
men, and that e bad strayed awny from bome, aud,
wandering about, had come to Munsaly I\uudr;.
bowever, who seems gifted with o muyate 8 knowl-
edge i regard  to everjthing, iells bl how
Tus l'utwr uaving  been mlain dn baltle ers yot
be was born, bits mother brought blm up in solitude in
thie forest that, tguorant of arms, be should not mweet n
Beru's eatly death, Sue slso teils Iim how bis motlber,
hnving lowt hlm, bas died from f at Lis sbeenee,
Kundiy then, retiring belind a 1, falls 1nto o deep
shntuber, o if under the power some  enchantment,
Garnetsane, Wdding Parsifal come with hiw, telis him
that be wiil Jead Lita o the Holy Grall.  Gradnally,
While they seets to advance, the slige changes (Tom ket
to right in an v'lt‘r(-h sle manner 3 the forest disap-
re; b 1 e Ky walls, which vow shats
o the two; ,\r 1 beocme visibie moan ascending
path, whice tiey soem to puss throogh. Prolonged trom:
rpoles gwell genily op; pearer # sound of bells
nally they ivach oty ball, which is loal above in
& lugh-vanited dowe, throagh wlich alone the Iuebt en-
tera. Frow the hetebt siiye tie dotne b8 heard s peal of
bells, growing r aud jouder.  On both sides of the
Buckground o largs dout la opened,  From the right ad-
wance the Kmehts of the Grail o festul attire,
srrauge themiselves side by sule ot (wo loog cove
dipme-tables, which are so pliacod that, rounlig geita-
lol from Debidud forwards, they leave the middie ol the
hall free ; only goblets, tu- disties, nre secu dpon them,
¢ Then nre b ae from the floor of
the hadl, wnother I'mu-l s middle Letght, and  the
third from the extrome top of the deme, all chantitg ths
puntses of the Hoty Grat sl Hs atoning power. This L
e 0F Ll Doest siton
EAVes Al opRortandey for sotse wonider Tl wusie al effeeis,
Awfortas s now brought o and loid gpon & couch. The
wystic serviee of  the Guadl Is  gone  tarough
with, wilh gorgeous cercinontal, for which Wegner gives
;:_n-ml Airections, s Dhis siered feast is ;mmk- 1 of

Kuiglits ifal standing by, witches evers-
thing, but whes 1punz asks lim i he bis auder-
Blinml, W By Dopws weee, pannd Y wliiies Biis Diica (e O

pannz, fucensed drives bt izoem the Lodl, nud e cuttuin
fulls upon the st set.

With the second net the seene changes. The cuctiin
rising #hows Kingsor's enchanted castle, the nterior
kecioof u tower vpen alove ; stone stops lead to the bit-
tlewents of the tower Iulll- darkness st the hottom,
Kilugsor at the sule, befure a melallie mirrer, watches
from  afar  the  appeoach  of  Paraital,  who
s eomlng towarils thee  ciathe, Aller
msment Kitngsor, ristng, descends lowanls the eentre
sotew tad deeper, and Rindles Lhere s smioke, which soon
fills a part of the bicligrouud with o Wutsh vapor. Then
B agnin takes hia stand on the former spot, and cills,
wWith tuy sterious gestures, tuto the dejptis to Kundry. In
the bivish Lght her form appears: she utters u terrible
ery, ke one balt awake, frghioncd out of & deep slecps,
Kimgsor onders ber o exeickse her atrougesl Tascina-
tions on him whe Dow  approaclivs—rareifal,  Lis
mst  dangerons  foe—tutl  sie  refuses.  Alier W
sbost  but  flerea  struegle, during whicn  Parsifal,
undaunted by the threats snd Blows of the Enetauted
Kuiglits whow Klingsor se agatnst him, begina to
sea'e the east'e wall, Kuudiy, overcotue by Khingsor's
magie power, sublts. The gt betwoey Parsifal awd
the Knihis continuaes, antd Be, wresting o wwnrd from
e of Lo, ins nlrewdy wonntided several of Their pme
ber, wheu suddenly the sco hie enchatted
gaiden m wh fils the ente Fropieal veanta-
Cion, i moet lexurlent wealth of do 3 dn the baes-
g thos o ttlements of Ehe cistio w uialnet W hieh
the laternl projections of the castle, itsell of rich Arabic
Architeoture, rise tn terraces  Upsb the wall stands
Yursital, Iuml'nng with sioaae et futo Sl geeden, From
all sldes—from rdienn nud ralace=-benadinl tuphlens
yusli eonfoacdly nrwun..nl flrat slr then in name
bers, ‘lh-'% wre  du Lght, s red garments,
s 1T frightencd  out f & mleep, At first
they abun Papaital foorfuily, but fwdieg that he will
ol ek them, ey cotie closer To tim, sl begln o woo
B with soltest blandistinenta. Bul Parsifal resists,
aud soeling Uils, some of them go off and retarn elad o
flowery garments, seeming even to be Mowers.  They
atrn- amange themecives whose be shail be, wheu s
of uf Kununy s beard from the side calllig to
l‘-llﬂ'-ll- The sther matdens, toreifed, L TR T
o lie Juoks towand the side trom wiieh e volee camne,
there bs soen, by the uniolding of the hedge, A yaune
wonan of the greates! beauly —Kuudry. but ecmpletely
ran<forned—u -un aeoneh of Quwers, In Tantastic gar
wrnuls, uf  Arahi style, which bat  slightly con-
cenl e mnuinu of Ler form. And  now i
the  strusgest seenc of  the opers, between Kuue
dry and Parsttul, Sle with eveiy wils and fascli-
stion that  deviish w\ur can  give, urges  him
to plisre ber love—but he resists. The stronger his re-
sstanee, the stronger o her o uities,
e lmhmtluruu- churins uns she wsents to him,
the brighter the plessures that she promiscs Lim. As

g

Kunidry, strivinog by every means to intox!oate b with
her beauty aed love, clings closer 1
vision ol Amfortae, riued by the
ey, Pises belore i, anl s pvepug
e ationzer, AL ast, with fiers indienation, be unl
her  Irom L amd,  ad b Ll mws i hreak
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Among the contents of the Felwnary Fort-
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